
  

Candidate Brief 
Chair and Committee Members, Morley Forward 



 
 

Context  

 

Morley College, one of London’s foremost colleges of adult education, is embarking on an ambitious 

campaign to enhance and improve both the facilities and the quality of education provided for future 

generations. Morley Forward is a comprehensive development plan to improve the learning 

environment at the historic Waterloo main site. The first major fundraising campaign undertaken by the 

College in 50 years, it will seek to generate capital infrastructure investment of £15M over the next six 

years. The college is seeking to attract an experienced and enthusiastic Chair to play a key role in 

overseeing the Morley Forward campaign.  

 

Morley College 

 

Established in 1889 and named after the philanthropist Samuel Morley, Morley College has a long and 

distinguished history with a rich and varied range of former teachers, alumni and wider associations. 

They include: Gustav Holst (its Music Director from 1907-1924), Ralph Vaughan Williams and Michael 

Tippett (its Music Director from 1940-51). The Morley Gallery, which opened in 1968, has hosted a range 

of shows by artists including Peter Blake and Maggi Hambling (who has taught for many years at the 

College). 

 

The College today is both a Further Education institution and a registered charity with an annual 

income of £11M and c12000 students enrolled on c26000 courses. Its main centre is in Waterloo with 

other centres in Stockwell and Lewington. 60% of its students are from within the home borough of 

Lambeth and the neighbouring Southwark. It has a diverse range of students with 56% of them 

identifying themselves as BAME. 

 

The Morley Forward Campaign and the Board 

 

£3M has been raised to date with the first phase of works to the main entrance to the College nearing 

completion. The completed project will transform the main Waterloo site with new contemporary, 

flexible spaces and facilities and step free access throughout, delivering a much improved visitor 

experience for all. A new performance space and library will feature as part of the transformation. It 

will secure the long term financial sustainability of this much loved and respected college for the 

creative arts as a world class resource for Further Education. 

 

An experienced Fundraising Campaign Director has been appointed to lead the appeal and an 

internal Fundraising Steering Group is now established to provide internal influence, oversight and 

support. An externally focussed Morley Forward Campaign Committee will be developed as an 

essential part of a successful capital appeal in order to secure major funds from a broad range of 

sources. 

 

The initial funding targets are major national Trusts and Foundations and the National Lottery Heritage 

Fund which have been researched and will be approached individually by the Fundraising Campaign 

Director. It will be important to attract significant matched funding from High Net Worth Individuals, 

Corporates and where possible Morley alumni. It is in securing interest from these target groups where 

the value of a Campaign Committee is really significant. Securing major support from individuals in 

particular is most effective by personal contact, recommendation and introduction. The core function 

of the Morley Forward Campaign Committee is to provide such contacts and introductions and to 

galvanise support for fundraising events which contribute to the campaign. 

 
  



 
 

The Role and Requirements 

 

A committed and pro-active Morley Forward Chair and Committee Members are vital for the group to 

be effective. The Chair will work closely with the Fundraising Campaign Director to establish the wider 

membership of the Committee, which may also form sub-committees to focus on fundraising events 

and individual focus areas of the campaign as it develops. The appointed candidate may also join the 

main board, which would ensure the relationship between them is established and developed.  

 

The ideal candidate will 

 

• Demonstrate a commitment to and passion for the cause of Further Education and the work of 

Morley College (an existing connection or knowledge of Morley College would be desirable); 

• Be well connected to other organisations, have senior corporate connections as well as having 

the potential reach to High Net Worth major donors; 

• Be able to commit long term to the campaign and have the availability to chair a series of regular 

meetings throughout the timeline of the campaign; 

• Bring experience of serving on boards, ideally as a trustee and chair and within related sectors 

such as arts, Further Education or Higher Education.  

 

Terms and Conditions 

 

The term will be a minimum of three years with the possibility of extension for a further three years. The 

positions are unremunerated. 

 

Committee meetings will take place monthly or every six weeks at a time convenient for the members. 

The broader time commitment made will depend on the preferred candidate’s commitments. 

However, direct involvement in identifying donors and, where appropriate, making the “ask” will be 

important beyond the chairing of board meetings. Regular contact with the Principal and key staff will 

also be necessary. Attendance at key Morley College events and supporters evenings will form 

another element of the responsibilities associated with the role. 

 

How to Apply 

 

Morley College has engaged Wild Search to advise on this appointment. Anyone interested in 

applying should contact Edward Wild or Amy Wevill on 0207 233 2115 or morley@wildsearch.org to 

discuss the requirements further.  

 

Appointment will be made as soon as possible. 

 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to visit the College and to meet with the Fundraising Campaign 

Director, Simon Farley, before meeting others in the leadership team and taking part in a final 

interview.   

 

Please be aware that by contacting Wild Search about this role, or applying, your data will be held in 

accordance with our  Privacy Policy. 

 

https://www.wildsearch.org/privacy-1

