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Sir Nicholas Bacon Bt OBE DL

It is a pleasure to share some thoughts as preface to Clive Aslet’s essay. 
As Chairman of  the Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association, founded 
in 1847, 11 years after its forerunner the Royal Agricultural Society 
of  England. These are but two of  the substantial number of  societies 
and associations which have, historically through their annual shows, 
made such a significant contribution to rural life and the agricultural 
communities which they both celebrate and serve.

The Royal Norfolk Show, held over two days every summer, maintains 
many of  the grand traditions established by our Victorian forebears 
whilst continuing to evolve for a 21st century audience. At the same 
time, our showground is now in use throughout the year, hosting as 
it does a broad range of  events for land based businesses, country 
pursuits through to celebrations of  more contemporary and less 
obviously related sectors. 

There is much more to the work of  our Association and to the Norfolk 
Show now, it seeks to inform, influence, inspire and of  course entertain 
its visitors and the communities with which we engage. Education 
plays a big role along with science and technology as illustrated at 
Agricultural Shows around the country and the work of  the societies 
and associations throughout the year.

Engineering technology and the very latest developments that are 
helping farmers today and tomorrow are all part of  the rich pageant 
of  life at an Agricultural Show. I believe that the Agricultural Show is 
so often the glue that unites agriculture and the business community. 
It showcases our heritage and celebrates farming, food and the 
countryside. It influences the next generation and represents, in our 
case Norfolk, its people and places. Such events are part of  the fabric 
which make up the extraordinary tapestry of  the County community. 
Tinker too much and one removes some of  that glue. Which if  taken 
too far can cause the whole edifice to reach the point of  no return. 

Preface
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Agricultural societies, associations and the shows which remain the 
highlight of  the year for so many of  them, have to be relevant, they 
have to be places where business is done between customers and 
suppliers, the general public and the retail offering. The entertainment 
has to be there, not only in terms of  livestock but also in terms of  
events in the various rings around the Showgrounds. Certainly the 
success of  the Royal Norfolk Show lies in its appeal to urban and rural 
communities alike. This surely is most essential part of  any modern 
Agricultural Show and has proved the downfall of  several who remain 
purists unable or perhaps unwilling, to blend agriculture with the 
interests of  the wider community. We have to take inspiration from the 
past, modify it and continue to innovate for the future. 

Agricultural shows have all developed from their origins, which Clive 
Aslet’s essay so richly details, as annual agricultural gatherings and, in 
the case of  some such as ours, as something of  national significance 
which blends agriculture with business, entertainment, education, 
innovation and food and drink – a glorious summer tradition and true 
celebration of  contemporary country life.
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Clive Aslet

Picture the Sheep Shearing held in the summer of  1800 at Woburn 
Abbey, in Bedfordshire, seat of  the 5th Duke of  Bedford, described 
by the Farmers’ Magazine. Once royalty had rolled in, in the shape of  
the portly Duke of  Gloucester, ‘the company proceeded, in a grand 
cavalcade, to the New Farm-Yard, in the park’ to inspect the sheep: 
improved breeding was possible in closed flocks and herd, rather than 
those that had ranged communally – and promiscuously – on the open 
fields. There followed showings of  fine cattle and prodigious hogs, the 
demonstration of  a threshing machine and ‘experiments’ with ploughs, 
the exhibition of  the loin of  a prize three-year-old wether of  1799 on 
which ‘the fat measured seven inches’ and – this being the estate of  a 
Regency grandee – the taking of  several bets about different beasts. It 
was a ‘truly rational Agricultural Fete’. 

Meetings of  the kind held at Woburn and Holkham Hall, in Norfolk, 
home to Coke of  Norfolk, were the forerunners of  the modern 
agricultural show. They were ‘rational,’ in the sense of  being intended 
to improve the performance of  agriculture by sharing best practice and 
awarding prizes to the most effective tenant farmers. They were also 
aristocratic. As Edmund Burke noted, the Duke of  Bedford’s estates 
were larger than many Grecian republics, as well as more fertile. His 
object was to make them – and the rest of  Britain – more fertile still, 
at a time when much of  the country was still farmed in a landscape 
of  open fields a commons, following a crop rotation practised since 
Anglo-Saxon times. 

Agricultural Societies 
& Shows: a History

Woburn Abbey
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Since the dawn of  agriculture, farmers have tried to produce more 
from their land. The process of  enclosure began under the Tudors. 
It gathered pace as aristocrats, returning to England after Charles II’s 
Restoration in 1660, sought way of  increasing the revenue from their 
estates. With the Union of  the Crowns in 1707, scientifically minded 
agriculturalists from Scotland – the bane of  William Cobbett – began 
to migrate south. Books were published, written by men such as 
the parson Stephen Hales, author of  Vegetable Staticks, 1727, who 
advocated methods based on observation and research rather than 
custom. They were little use to the majority of  farmers, who could 
not read. Such illiteracy made it all the more important for educated 
gentlemen to spread the word (literally) about the new farming 
methods, by means of  meetings, prizes for good performance and the 
demonstration of  best practice. By the end of  the 18th-century, when 
war with France threatened to make food run short, what had seemed 
like a rewarding interest for progressive landowners became nothing 
less than a patriotic duty. Thomas Malthus’s dire warnings about the 
starvation that would follow the increase of  population caused by the 
Industrial Revolution made it a moral one.

When the 5th Duke of  Bedford died suddenly, from a hernia incurred 
while playing tennis in 1802, he was succeeded by his brother, the 
genial Epicurean, spend-thrift 6th Duke, who by no means shared 
his passion for farming. But at Holkham, sheep shearings remained 
an annual event until 1821. They were attended by scientists as well 
as agriculturalists. As a farmer from Castle Acre, John Hudson, 
remembered: I have seen there Sir H.Davey, Sir Joseph Banks, Dr Rigby, 
and the only agricultural chemist of  the day, Mr Grisenthwaite…they 
thought there was “something looming for the future”.’ On Coke’s 
death, as Earl of  Leicester, in 1842, the Yeomanry, ‘supported by the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of  all parties,’ raised a stone column to 
his memory, decorated with 
bas reliefs that record his 
achievements. They include 
a heroic representation of  
sheep shearing.

Woburn Abbey

South face of  the 
monument,

Holkham Hall

Stephen Hales

Francis Russell,
5th Duke of

Bedford
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Why Sheep Shearings, when Coke was as much concerned with four-
course rotations and the construction of  splendid farm buildings to 
attract the best tenants, as the championing of  Southdown over the 
traditional Norfolk Horn sheep? Part of  the explanation must lie in the 
contemporary preoccupation with feeding and fattening to produce 
the obese beasts – ‘too dear to buy and too fat to eat’ – shown in the 
paintings of  the period. The Royal Smithfield Club, whose objectives 
were more cleraly defined at the Woburn sheep-shearing of  1799, 
might have had ‘fat is beautiful’ as its motto. Its December show, on 
the edge of  London, became a festive event in the run up to Christmas. 
However, half  a century after its foundation, the Smithfield Show was 
still being criticized for the production of  ‘mere fat, unwieldy, imbecile 
brutes.’1

Greater scientific method was applied in the Victorian period. The 
institution which embodied this approach was the Royal Agricultural 
Society of  England, founded (as the English Agricultural Society) 
in 1838 after a dinner at the Smithfield Club. The RASE had been 
preceded by Scotland’s Society of  Improvers in the Knowledge 
of  Agriculture (1723), the Dublin Society (1731), the Highland and 
Agricultural Society (1783 – a particular inspiration for the founders of  
the RASE) and the Board of  Agriculture (1793). But never before had 
there been a successful, all-embracing national society for agriculture, 
which could number most of  the country’s large landowners among 
its membership. It had a consulting chemist, Playfair, to analyze soil 
samples and fertilizers. To gather local information, prizes were 

offered for essays on county farming. 
A highpoint of  the farming year 
became the show which the Society 
held annually – the Royal Show – 
at first on a peripatetic basis. Its 
object was to ‘encourage the best 
and the most advantageous mode 
in which farms may be cultivated 
in the neighboring districts,’ and to 
engender a spirit of  competitiveness 
among farmers by awarding prizes for 
the best livestock and horticulture. A 
sign of  its seriousness was the choice 
of  the first two locations: Oxford 
and Cambridge. John Playfair



The Royal Agricultural Exhibition at Kilburn, 1879
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By the standards of  the time, the scale of  
the first show was prodigious: visitors could 
see 247 livestock entries and 54 implements. 
One flock had travelled by ship, barge and 
hoof  for three weeks to get there. To a later 
generation, the six acres that it covered would 
seem small; not so, however, the appetites of  
the farmers who met at the annual dinner. 
Thomas F.Plowman’s Fifty Years of  a 
Showman’s Life, 1919, records that the quad 
of  Queen’s College was roofed over for the 
purpose. ‘About 2500 persons sat down, for 
whose benefit 3874lbs of  meat were cooked.’2 
By 1879, the Royal Show, held that year at 
Kilburn, North London, covered 103 acres.

The intervening four decades had seen farming reach a high water 
mark. This had not been generally predicted when the Corn Laws, 
designed to protected British farmers from low prices after the end 
of  the Napoleonic Wars, were repealed in 1846. But demand remained 
buoyant, and gentlemen with the capital to invest in the innovations 
championed each year at the Royal Show believed that science would 
repay the money put into it. High Farming, as it was called, coincided 
with the High Victorian period. Sir James Chettham, in George Eliot’s 
Middlemarch, was an exponent, reading up on his chemistry to ‘see 
if  something cannot be done in setting a good pattern of  farming 
among my tenants.’ It was an era of  hectic improvement. Guano was 
harvested from islands off  South America to enrich the soil. Farm 
buildings were organised on industrial principles. Steam engines 
were used to power threshing machines, cattle cake crushers, chaff  
cutters, turnip slicers and grain bruisers. Pairs of  traction engines were 
trundled out into the fields to power ploughs.3 It was a trend that had 
been foreseen by the ever-industrious John Claudius Loudon. ‘As it is 
extremely probable that steam will soon be very generally employed for 
impelling threshing-machines,’ he wrote, ‘and as nothing disfigures the 
country more than red brick chimney-shafts, like those common in the 
manufacturing towns of  Lancashire, we would strongly recommend 
some attention to elegance of  form in these very conspicuous parts 
of  a modern farmery.’4 Such developments were the stuff  of  the 
Victorian Royal Shows. Shows are officially given Royal patronage by 
the Sovereign in recognition of  achievement. In the Bath and West 
case it was awarded on the bi-centenary of  the Society in 1977. The 
Queen is patron of  the Society.

John Claudius Loudon
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The 1879 Royal Show took place 
in an atrociously wet summer, and 
was drenched by such ‘incessant 
downpours’ that, according to one 
memory, a man who fell between the 
duckboards ‘was so tightly wedged that 
it was difficult to pull him out.’5 The 

literal storm clouds were not the only ones gathering. Agriculture had 
entered the long depression, caused by cheap imports of  meat from 
South America and of  corn from the prairies of  an expanding United 
States. Starting in the late 1870s, the difficulties lasted, except for a 
frantic effort to increase home production during the First World War, 
until the Second World War. Agricultural shows inevitably reflected 
the downturn. Dairying became more prominent, milk and butter not 
being threatened by overseas production; it was now represented by 
the British Dairy Farmers’ Association, founded in 1875. In 1903, an 
attempt was made to establish a permanent show ground for the Royal 
at Park Royal; this proved a disaster, and the opportunity to establish 
a permanent site to display agricultural wares to Britain’s largest centre 
of  population, which would have seemed so useful at the end of  the 
20th century, was lost. The RASE’s finances were rapidly overhauled. 
One of  its challenges was that better transport meant that working 
people could spend their shillings on the fun of  the seaside, rather 
than, as the influential journal the Mark Lane Express put it in 1901, 
‘for the privilege of  walking about all day to inspect a lot of  stock tied 
by their heads in sheds.’ Changing leisure habits would come back to 
haunt the Royal Show a century later.

By now, the great national star of  the Royal Show was orbited by a 
host of  smaller country or local shows. Some of  their societies predate 
the RASE. The Royal Lancashire Agricultural Society was formed in 
1767; its annual show ran until 2012 when it was cancelled because of  
financial difficulties. A decade later came the Bath Society, now the 
Royal Bath and West of  England Society, whose show – since 1965 on 
its permanent show ground in Shepton Mallet, Somerset – now vies 
with the Royal Highland Show for the number one spot among British 
shows; the Royal Highland and Agricultural Society of  Scotland has its 
origins in the High Society of  Edinburgh, established in 1784. Whilst 
formed in 1970 as an amalgam of  the Cambridgeshire and Isle of  Ely, 
Huntingdonshire and Peterborough agricultural societies, and later 
joined by further societies, the East of  England Agricultural Society 
finds its beginnings in 1797. 

“Changing leisure 
habits would come back 
to haunt the Royal Show 
a century later...
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The history of  the Lincolnshire Agricultural Society can stand for 
others. It emerged out of  a society in the district of  Lindsey, initially 
founded in 1799, and had to be reformed three times before achieving 
its first show in 1869. As well as the usual prizes for livestock, the 
committee offered prizes to farm servants for skill and long service. In 
1821 a premium was offered ‘for the best new-invented implement for 
the purpose of  agriculture, taking into consideration the simplicity of  
construction and smallness of  price.’ The admirable economy of  this 
initiative had perhaps been forgotten by 1855, when the show, held at 
Boston, exhibited a ‘vast array of  first class agricultural implements 
amounting to 400 entries that might vie with any local exhibition in the 
kingdom’. In 1878 the show was at Louth, where 17 drivers of  steam 
engines competed for prizes. 

Many show organisers would sympathise with the crises that periodically 
struck this show. The first show to be held after the First World War, at 
Grimsby, ran heavily into the red when the committee made a payment 
to the band of  the Coldstream Guards; this caused the tax authorities 
to rule that the event was an entertainment, not an agricultural event, 
followed by the extraction of  a monstrous £1,374 in Entertainment 
Tax. In 1948, at Belton, show jumping ceased when the riders went on 
strike, complaining at the failure to increase their prize money. In 1962, 
it acquired an excellent showground outside Lincoln, and in June 2014 
its gates opened on the 130th show, bringing, according to the website, 
‘the whole family an array of  entertainment, animals, shopping, music 
and history,’ as well as the best of  the county’s agriculture. 

The 130th  
Lincolnshire Show 

2014
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The Lincolnshire Show’s offering, with its emphasis on the family 
and shopping, as well as farming, is typical of  many shows in the 21st 

century. The formula has taken show committees some difficulty to 
reach. After the 1918, the fortunes of  the agricultural show mirrored 
those of  the countryside at large, which was suffering from decades 
of  underinvestment. The disruption of  wartime encouraged a drift to 
the cities. Many townspeople would have thought that Stella Gibbons’s 
Gothic parody of  rural life in Cold Comfort Farm, published in 1932, was 
only one step from the bleak truth. The shows that appear on British 
Pathé newsreels from the 1920s portray them as a meeting point for 
the local community, gloriously relaxed by modern standards – farmers 
in shirt-sleeves ride show jumpers, the children in pony races know 
nothing of  hard hats – but not prosperous. At some, innovations, such 
as the tractor, were avidly discussed. But horses remained the vehicle 
and motive power of  choice for most farmers. 

Agriculture was jolted out of  its lethargy by the Second World War. 
Isolated by the menace of  U-Boats, the nation came to regret the 
degree to which a reliance on cheap imports from the Colonies had 
undermined farming at home. Self-reliance became a national priority. 
The commentator to a newsreel about the Monmouth Agricultural Show 
for 1964 found his heart gladdened by the knowledge that ‘agriculture 
is by far Britain’s biggest industry.’ In terms of  employment, it had 
been before the Second World War. Now successive governments saw 
it as a matter of  strategic importance, whose modernization should 
be supported by grants. Farming became increasingly technical and 
specialised, a subject which shoppers in the news supermarkets found 
hard to understand. Shows did not need to serve the needs of  the 
general public; supplies of  machinery, seed, fertilizer and services were 
willing to pay handsomely for the chance of  reaching farmers with 
grants and subsidies to burn. 

The Royal Agricultural Show established itself  permanently at 
Stoneleigh, in Warwickshire, in 1963. The National Agricultural Centre, 
of  which the show ground is part, also became the headquarters of  
the RASE and several other rural institutions. This may have been a 
strategic mistake: although in the heart of  England, Stoneleigh is not 
particularly convenient for the greatest density of  population, in the 
South-East. The functional, if  not dour character of  the buildings on 
the site suggests that this is not a somewhere designed for the joy of  
the public at large. 
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While visitor figures rose in the boom years for agriculture, from 
111,916 visitors in 1963 to over 130,000 in the 1980s, they fell away 
after 2000, dwindling to around 100,000 in 2008. In 2007, it was 
plagued with torrential rain. The 2009 show, held, ironically, in blissful 
sunshine, was the last, ending a 170-year-old tradition.

The Royal had failed to make the transition to the reality of  the 1990s 
when almost everything in the traditional countryside seemed to be 
going wrong, and farmers were being urged to grow golf  courses or 
houses rather than crops. Farmers are now far busier people than they 
were in the past: they don’t have the time to spend several days on a show 
ground. Modern communications have rendered the dissemination-
of-knowledge element of  agricultural shows redundant. The Royal’s 
traditional audience found its needs better served by a plethora of  
smaller technical events, while it failed to attract the general public. Yet 
its demise came just as the prospects for agriculture were brightening. 

Other shows have been more successful straddling the town and country 
divide. The Royal Norfolk Show, Suffolk Show, the Royal Cornwall 
Show, and the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show are among those doing 
well. The four-day Royal Highlands Show is actually bigger, as well as 
older, than the Royal. The Bath and West Show, now England’s only 
four-day show, is buoyant. The future will depend on finding a purpose 
that serves farmers while making a profit. It always has. Will that future 
take inspiration from the past? They should do: bowler hats, beautifully 
manicured beasts and all the other aspects of  a glorious summer 
tradition are essential to their very being. But the ability to innovate 
remains one of  the British farmer’s greatest strengths. It will be vital to 
the continued survival of  shows and the societies which manage them.
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Edward Wild

As Wild Search celebrates its fifth anniversary, it has been a pleasure to 
reflect on a sector that we have served throughout the past five years: 
the changing face of  the rural economy and the organisations which 
represent it.

During that time we have been privileged to work for the Royal Norfolk 
Agricultural Association, the East of  England Agricultural Association 
and the Suffolk Agricultural Association, in addition to a number of  
projects for the CLA.

As Sir Nicholas Bacon and Clive Aslet have demonstrated, the societies, 
associations and shows across the country were once the focal point 
of  rural life and, to this day, many remain so for a few days each year. 
There is no doubt that all shows present economic challenges for 
the organisations which manage them. Each is a registered charity, 
dependent on a vast army of  volunteers, the generosity of  sponsors, 
the commitment of  those supporting trade stands and, ultimately, that 
most fickle of  partners, the English weather!

Brilliant as so many of  our shows have been and remain, always 
innovating to address the challenges of  a more mobile population and 
consumers more inclined to buy on the internet than in the open air, 
the key point which has struck me during the work I have done is that 
the work of  these great organisations goes on throughout the year and 
that although the shows are for so many the climax of  the year, they are 
but a part of  what the societies and associations do.

For those with a full time permanent staff  and a showground, recent 
years have led them to invest in conference facilities and to host a 
plethora of  events ranging from country fairs to wedding fairs and, in 
some cases, to weddings! As with our great racecourses, making the 
assets work to generate income has become a theme for most and has 
compensated for the huge economic cost of  preparing showgrounds 
for a two or three day show, with the attendant work and activity 
needed.

Afterword
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And yet it is the education and engagement with the wider rural based 
communities which has also impressed those who are familiar with the 
work of  the modern societies and associations. After working for the 
East of  England Society I was delighted to attend the annual Marshal 
Papworth Lecture at Harper Adams University and to gain an insight 
into the work which the wider education programme provides. The 
links with our agricultural colleges and in engaging with the challenging 
issues of  rural poverty are an integral part of  what the modern societies 
and associations provide.

Clive Aslet laments the loss of  the Royal Show, which for many years 
was nomadic. The BFI online archive includes a film of  the 1934 
Show which took place in Chantry Park, Ipswich (and of  the Royal 
Cornwall and Royal Norfolk shows). The idea of  having a show which 
is nomadic has not only historical but contemporary precedents. The 
CLA Game Fair rotates its location between Blenheim, Harewood, 
Belvoir and Ragley. This has the advantage of  involving a local or 
regional committee in the organisation of  it. Perhaps this tradition for 
the Royal Show could be revived, rotating between each region of  the 
United Kingdom as a way of  celebrating local traditions, livestock, food 
and produce? Good planning would ensure that local shows would not 
suffer and could, rather, complement its appeal.

Agricultural associations and societies do not exist for their remarkable 
shows alone but for the communities they serve throughout the year. 
They are uniquely placed within a given county to bring together people 
who share common interests and experiences. They are charities which 
offer a benefit to the public and an opportunities to work with other 
organisations which share their objectives and come together on 
their land each year. Our age is a more urban one than when the first 
societies and associations were formed. Clive Aslet has celebrated the 
past, the resounding conclusion on which this report ends is that they 
have a great potential and future! The Royal Welsh 

Show 2015
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Clive Aslet, Director

Clive Aslet is an award-winning writer and journalist, 
acknowledged as a leading authority on Britain and its way 
of  life. In 1977 he joined the magazine Country Life, was 
for 13 years its Editor and is now Editor at Large. He writes 
extensively for papers such as the Daily Telegraph, the Daily 
Mail and the Spectator, and often broadcasts on television and 
radio. He is well-known as a campaigner on the countryside 
and other issues.

In 2014 Clive published his first novel The Birdcage. This emerged 
from research that he did for War Memorial, resurrecting the lives of  
the individuals named on a village war memorial – Lydford in Devon. 
It was chosen almost at random to tell the story of  Everyman at war. 

The Edwardian Country House (2012) is a reprise, completely 
redesigned and freshly illustrated, of  his first book, The Last Country 
Houses, which was published in 1982. Since then he has written on 
architecture in the United States, on British identity, on the countryside 
and on the House of  Lords. Lady Antonia Fraser, reviewing Landmarks 
of  Britain, published in 2005, called it ‘a brilliant, far-ranging enterprise’. 
Jenny Uglow wrote that his latest book, The English House, ‘is a 
thorough treat’: Clive is ‘the perfect guide’ to the subject, ‘combining 
long experience with a light touch.’ He subsequently travelled the 
length and breadth of  Britain, from Cornwall to Caithness, for Villages 
of  Britain.

Sir Nicholas Bacon Bt OBE DL

Sir Nicholas lives at Raveningham Hall, Norfolk, surrounded 
by gardens and an agricultural estate. The family has other 
property interests in Lincolnshire and London. Outside 
agriculture he has established companies specialising in lifts 
and insurance. 

About the Authors

The Royal Welsh 
Show 2015
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His current business interests include London property and insurance. 
He was appointed Lord Warden of  the Stannaries for the Duchy 
of  Cornwall in 2006; he is also President of  the Royal Horticultural 
Society. 

Amongst his Norfolk voluntary involvements are: Royal Norfolk 
Agricultural Association (Chairman); Assembly House (Patron) and 
the Norfolk & Norwich Festival. For many years he was Chairman of  
Governors at Easton College & Chairman of  the Audit Committee at 
the University of  East Anglia. Sir Nicholas is a Deputy Lieutenant and 
was High Sheriff  of  Norfolk in 2005.

Edward Wild, Director

Edward Wild established Wild Search in 2010 following 
his earlier career in executive search with Odgers Ray and 
Berndtson. Prior to Wild Search he led the Board and Non 
Profit practices at CCG. He has worked for a wide range 
of  educational organisations, charities and rural based 
organisations; in addition to work for corporate clients on 
national and international searches.

His early career was pursued in education (working for four of  the 
Financial Times’ 100 leading independent schools) and charities 
(including Cancer Research UK and Addaction). His final role in 
education was as the first ever Development Director of  Hampton 
School. He is the author of  School by the Thames (James and James 
2005) and has written for The Times on education governance. He was 
educated at the Universities of  Oxford and Cambridge.

Edward is a trustee of  the Sedbergh School Foundation and chairs 
the newly-formed charity Never Such Innocence, which organises 
a national poetry and art competition for schools and events and 
activities to commemorate the Great War. 

The authors would like to thank the Lord Curry of  Kirkharle CBE for his 
contribution to this publication.
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Association of  Show & Agircultural Organisations
http://www.asao.co.uk/
Cheshire Agricultural Society (formed in 1838) 
http://www.cheshirecountyshow.org.uk/ 
CLA Game Fair (first held in 1958)
http://www.gamefair.co.uk/
East of  England Agricultural Society (formed in 1797)
http://www.eastofengland.org.uk/
The Royal Bath and West of  England Society (formed in 1777)
http://www.bathandwest.com/
Royal Cornwall Agricultural Association (formed in 1793)
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Wild Search is a well-established, well connected and innovative 
executive search, selection and advisory company. Our team provides 
extensive market research and brings a formidable and constantly 
evolving network of  contacts to every search, supported by our global 
standard database.
 
Now in our sixth year, we have served a diverse range of  more than 
seventy clients, resulting in more than one hundred appointments 
being made across the education, charity, membership bodies and 
housing sectors. Ensuring that our clients are satisfied with our work 
at every stage of  the appointment process is a crucial objective. We 
deliver strong shortlists which result in the best appointments. We 
believe in establishing long-term relationships, both with our clients 
and with the outstanding candidates we identify for assignments. This 
in depth understanding of  both parties has frequently led to us being 
retained for more than one assignment for the organisations that use 
our first class service. 
 
We are firmly committed to providing a strong methodology, a rigorous 
approach, thorough research, imaginative thinking and are determined 
to provide clear and candid advice. We combine transparency with a 
sharp focus on the key requirements of  our clients.
 
Wild Search hosts a number of  events each year, including those 
specifically for the property, charity and education sectors. These take 
the form of  drinks receptions and publication launches to discussion 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners with prominent keynote speakers.

During 2015 we will celebrate our fifth anniversary with the publication 
of  three reports, which also include ‘Lessons from Leaders: Planning, 
Preparing and Managing a Portfolio Career’ and the third edition of  
our report on governance.

About Wild Search



Agricultural Societies & Shows22

Wild ReSearch is the thought-leadership and publishing division of  
executive search firm Wild Search. 

We specialise in corporate histories, area studies, and policy reports 
with a particular focus on education. A dedicated in-house research 
team is led by our two Associate Directors, Clive Aslet and Dr Graham 
Stewart, who between them have published a number of  books and 
articles on British history, architecture and culture.

Wild ReSearch published its first report, ‘Who Governs the Governors? 
A Fresh Approach to School Governance in the Twenty First Century’, 
in May 2011. Following the launch, an All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Education Governance was formed. Its sequel ‘Stronger Boards, 
Better Education’ was released a year later and a third edition will be 
published in 2015.

Other recently completed projects and publications have considered: 
the value of  education as an export in ‘Education – A Great British 
Export?’; the issue of  the regeneration of  an area of  East London in 
‘Blackwall Reach: Past, Present and Future’; the history and on-going 
development in Victoria in ‘London Victoria SW1’; and how to embark 
on a portfolio career in ‘Time and Chance: Preparing and Planning for 
a Portfolio Career’.

In 2014, we published Strands of  History, a history of  the Northbank 
area written by Clive Aslet and ‘Foresight, Tenacity, Vision: Essays to 
Commemorate the 40th Anniversary of  the 1974 Housing Act’.

About Wild ReSearch
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40 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BU
0207 233 2115

www.wildsearch.org
    @wildsearch1
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